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The Laryngeal Hypothesis. cA* 0 ^ 

In the reconstruction of the oldest archetypes of toots 


and affixes of the Indo-European proto-language*(Grundsprache 


is used by Russian linguists in preference to bbher 


designations, see p. 13) the so-called "laryngeal 


hypothesis" 


whose conception is linked 


with the name of de Saussure, is sa widely used by many contemporary 
Soviet linguists. < 



In 1879 » AKX&uoaaax* a±a±in^ in his "Men that the 



alternations of e; a, o with e (the so-called schwa 


indogermanicum) are (represent) a o^mp^ e te analogy^ to 


the alternations of ei, eu, en with i, u, n, de Saussure 
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advanced the hypothesis (conjecture) that [this e was 

a. ry 

originally a non-syllabic elementof pertain kinds of^ 






diphthong§]( with e as the syllabic element), the weakening 


■ or 


2-crwo.* 


the original syllabic 


of *& ±ch led ([to. the jjdi s app e aranc ejof"; 

, with j. -becoming 

element the non-syllabic syllabic. 
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A listing of the most important phonetic characteristics £^~ 

the phonemes will give an idea of their pronunciation in the utterance. 

* "i ’ ; * r ‘ j | , ' j * • f 'i f j > . ■ ; * - . * , 

The statements which follow are made with ^0)t > implicit recognition of the 

/ 

equivalence of certain features of child and adult articulation. - The 

reader , for his part, will iprobably quite naturally make allowances for 

•. • CO vi ■ OT-:'. A • :i,' Ml 1 ... "1 » ; ' ... 

the physiological and neuromuscular differences in the articulatory 

V 

mechanisms of the child and ot: the adult, and, though he may attempt to 
actually reproduce some of these articulations, he will or ought to 
place the burden of such reproduction on his imagination. 

T <x- Ji jtTrp . T" us cl -fhcwbina-K shjja , •ivios't dU-wjaJL M y Ocxu.iSi^al!&^ cdUyu&jax. <Xv>d! 

P and T are always unaspirated; they are more often voiced than *&<*'(*&>*»£*» 

' *rdLx . r\ ua a. 
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voiceless, and their articulation varies from tense to lax. To English 

ears, therefore, they usually sound like b, and d, but sometimes they 

’/ . 

sound vaguely like p and t. \(/ K- (initial position) is occasionally 

aspirated, most often voiceless, and may be tense or lax. The one 

recorded instance of -K (final position) was aspirated; aspiration t*i pesJbo*. 

remained a constant feature in subsequent sessions, with care exceptions. 

(risJp (U "V " ) 

To English ears, K sounds like ^ or like £ at different times, and 

sometimes like both. K is frequently and strongly affricated; P is 

A 
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occasionally weakly affricated; T does not occur affricated. 

Affrication under certain conditions gives an impression of harsh, 
unclear articulation to English ears, under other conditions goes 




fa 


by un notic ed. x t , the glottal stop, is always voiceless, and may be 
tense or lax. In final position it may be weakly, inaudibly released, 
or it may be energetically released with a very audible aspiration, 
whi ch sounds like a voicele ss echo of the preceding vowel .^W"is a 
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bilabial slit (*prl«ax&. The lips are close together, and fora* a long, 
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